
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 28th February 2025 
 

Our Fabulous Curriculum!  
This week has been filled with creativity, inspiration, and new challenges as we continue to make 

our curriculum exciting and engaging for all learners! We were blown away by the amazing 

entries for our DT Cracking Contraptions Competition – the creativity and ingenuity on display 

were truly inspiring! This week, we also had an exciting assembly focused on inspiring our writers, 

encouraging all our budding authors to dream big and put their imaginations to paper. 

Meanwhile, a brand-new PSHE challenge has been sent out on DOJO, giving children the chance 

to explore important themes in a fun and thought-provoking way. 

 

Cross County 
On Wednesday afternoon, 12 children ran in the first ever Year 4 cross country race at Bilton 

Junior School. There were approximately 50 children in each race. Conditions were good and 

team spirit was fantastic. A HUGE well done to all of the children who represented our school. 

 

Coming up… 

Looking ahead, don’t forget that on Monday, we welcome the brilliant author Alan Durrant, who 

will be visiting to share his insights and passion for storytelling. Then, on Thursday 6th March, 

we invite all staff and children to come to school dressed as their favourite book character to 

celebrate World Book Day! To top off the fun, children can return to school at 4.30pm in their 

pyjamas for an hour of storytelling and hot chocolate – cuddly toys are more than welcome to 

join in too! 

 

We love seeing our children so engaged in their learning and extra-curricular activities – thank 

you for your ongoing support in making our curriculum and experiences rich, exciting, and full 

of wonder! 

 

Mrs Brookes 

Deputy Head Teacher 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME  
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

The Supreme Court has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time 
(Platt v Isle of Wright 2017). The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means 
that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents 
of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be 
considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996. 

The law states a leave of absence may only be granted by a school if an application is made in advance 
and if it considers there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application.  

Schools must judge each application individually considering the specific facts and circumstances and 
relevant background context behind each request.  

A leave of absence is granted entirely at the school’s discretion. Generally, a need or desire for a holiday 
or other absence for the purpose of leisure and recreation would not constitute an exceptional 
circumstance.  

Where a leave of absence is granted, the school will determine the number of days a pupil can be absent 
from school. 

When making an application for Leave of Absence parents are advised to give sufficient information and 
time to allow the Head teacher the opportunity to consider all the exceptional circumstances and to notify 
parents of their decision.  The school may also request further information on the application and 
supporting documentation where appropriate. 

It is advised that if the resident parent has not received notification or a response regarding the leave of 
absence application, it is the parents’ responsibility to ascertain if the leave is authorised prior to the start 
of the leave. 

The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent ie the 
parent with whom the child normally resides. 

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child is expected to be 
in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded 
as an unauthorised absence.  Where a leave of absence is requested, but additional days taken either 
prior to or after the request may be considered as part of the leave of absence. 

Leave of Absences which are not made in advance cannot be authorised in line with legislation.  This will 
result in the absence being recorded as ‘unauthorised’.   

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire 
Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.  Penalty Notices are issued in accordance 
with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices and in the first instance, as an 
alternative to prosecution proceedings.   

  



 

 

Leave of Absence taken in the academic year 2024-25 

The law relating to Penalty Notices changed with effect from 19 August 2024. Therefore, Penalty 
Notices issued for Leave of Absence taken from September 2024 will be issued in accordance 
with the updated legislation. 

 Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 
parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices – 4 in total).   

o First Leave of Absence offence:  The Penalty Notice amount of £160 to be paid within 
28 days, this is reduced to £80 each child if paid within 21 days. 

o Second Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the 
first penalty notice): The amount of £160 paid within 28 days.  No reduced amount. 

 

 Payment plans will not be offered and/or payments received outside of the 28 day period will 
not be accepted. Where a penalty notice expires unpaid the matter will be referred to Warwick-
shire County Council’s Legal Services to consider criminal prosecution.    
 

 Third Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first penalty 
notice):  A penalty notices will be not be issued and the matter will be referred to Warwickshire 
County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal prosecution proceedings under 
S444 of Education Act 1996. 

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority. 

  



 

 

Mental Health in Schools – Gratitude 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Weekly Online Safety Bulletin – WhatsApp  

 
According to Ofcom’s most recent Media Use and Attitudes Report, roughly 55% 

of 3-17 year olds in the UK are using WhatsApp as their primary messaging ser-

vice. Not only does that make WhatsApp the most popular messaging platform 

among children and young people in the UK; it also means that of the app’s ap-

proximately three billion users, over seven million of them are British youngsters 

– keeping in touch with friends and family, but also being exposed to its various risks. This free 

guide delves into the online safety risks of WhatsApp and offers expert advice on how to safe-

guard any young people who use the platform. 

 

 

Playtime Snacks 
Key Stage 2 children are allowed to bring a snack from home to eat at playtime.  

Please ensure that this is either a piece of fruit or a cereal bar (nut free).  Many 

children are taking items such as packets of crisps or sandwiches from their 

lunchboxes but these should be eaten at lunch, not playtime.  We have also re-

minded the children of this in school. 

 

Breakfast Club 

Just a reminder that bookings and payment for breakfast club places is via 

SCOPAY, all breakfast places must be pre booked 5 days in advance.  Any 

questions please contact the school office  

 

School Lunches - New Ordering system 

 
Thank you to those who have downloaded and registered on the new 

SwiftKitchen app, the children have really enjoyed using the new tablet sys-

tem when collecting their lunches.  If you are struggling with the new app please contact the 

school office and we will be happy to help you with your queries.  

 

Remember that if your child is having a hot school dinner, meals need to be booked no later 

than 9am via your Swiftkitchen app.  If you have booked a lunch and no longer require please 

cancel it before 9am on the day, as we are unable to remove orders. 

 

  



 

 

School Year 

2024/2025 
Diary Dates – Spring Term 2025 

March 2025 

06/03/25 World Book Day  Children can come to school dressed 

as their favourite character  

06/03/25 Story Time 4.30pm-5.30pm Children can come to school at 4.30pm 

in their pyjamas for a story in their 

classroom  

07/03/25 Final Payment for Year 6 residential due    

21/03/25 Year 1 Spring Assembly 2.30pm Book your seat via SCOPAY, Maximum 

of 2 adults per child  

25/03/25 Year 6 Leavers Hoodies, Final order Day  Details sent via e-mail  

27/03/25 Year 1 Butterflies DT Workshop  2pm, Please book places via SCOPAY 

account  

28/03/25 Year 1 Red Pandas DT Workshop 2pm, Please book places via SCOPAY 

account 

31/03/25 Last Week of Teacher Led After School Clubs 

April 2025 

01/04/25 Year 1 West Lodge Farm Trip  Consent and payment via SCOPAY 

accounts  

03/04/25 Year 2 Seaside Day Workshop  Consent and payment via SCOPAY 

accounts  

03/04/25 PTA Joules Outlet Sales Evening  Booking via PTA  

05/04/25 Years 5 & 6 Primary School Swimming 

Gala  

More details to follow, teams to be 

selected  

07/04/25 RockSteady Concert to parents with 

children attending RockSteady Club   

2.30pm School hall  

8/04/25 & 

10/04/25 

Parents evening  More details to follow  

11/04/25 PTA Easter Hunt  More details to follow  

11/04/25 School Closes at 3.30pm for Easter     

Diary Dates – Summer Term 2025 

April 2025 

28/04/25 School reopens at 8.40am   

May 2025 

05/05/25 Bank Holiday  School Closed to Pupils  

21/05/25-

23/05/24 

Year 6 Residential   

23/05/25 School Closes at 3.30pm for Half Term   

 
  



 

 

 

26/05/25 to 30/05/25 Half Term 

June 2025 

02/06/25 School reopens at 8.40am   

20/06/25 Designated Teacher Training Day  School Closed to Pupils  

July 2025 

05/07/25 Summer Sizzler   

7-18/07/25 Year 3 & 4 Swimming Lessons  More details to follow  

17/07/25 Year 5 Trip to London  Consent and Payment via SCOPAY  

18/07/25 School Closes at 3.30pm for Summer 

Holidays     

 

Please check dates regularly as more trips and events will be added as the year progresses. 

 

Attachments  

Mental Health in Schools – Gratitude 

Weekly Online Safety Bulletin –  Whatsapp 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


