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Friday 18th September 2026 

There is so much lovely news to share this week, and it really does feel as though the new school year is 

well and truly underway! 

Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone who came along to our PTA AGM or offered to get involved. We 

are absolutely delighted that we now have a full committee in place, alongside lots of new people who 

have volunteered to help with events throughout the year. This is wonderful news! Our PTA does so 

much – not only raising money that goes directly back to our children, but also creating events and op-

portunities that bring our whole school community together. Thank you to everyone who has stepped 

forward and, of course, to our existing PTA team who have worked so hard to keep everything going. 

We are really excited to see what you all get up to this year! 

We were also incredibly proud this week to receive a Thrive award recognising our school environment 

and the spaces we have created to support children's wellbeing. Over recent years, we have thought 

carefully about how our environment can help children to feel happy, safe and ready to learn, from little 

calm spaces around school to more dedicated areas such as The Haven. A huge congratulations and 

thank you to Mrs Brookes and the team. Mrs Brookes's Thrive work has really helped us to think about 

how we can make our environment even better for children who sometimes need a little extra support, 

while creating a school that feels welcoming and positive for everyone. We are really proud to have this 

recognised. 

It has also been particularly lovely to welcome so many new faces to Cawston this term. As well as our 

new Reception children, we have had children joining us across several other year groups and they have 

settled in brilliantly. It was such a pleasure in Celebration Assembly this morning to see some of our 

newest children already coming up to receive their first certificates for demonstrating our learning val-

ues. We couldn't have asked for a better start from them and we hope all our new children and families 

are already beginning to feel very much part of Cawston Grange. We look forward to getting to know 

you all better over the coming weeks and months. 

A slightly less exciting reminder! We are seeing increasing numbers of children wearing jewellery that 

isn't part of our school uniform, particularly hoops and other earrings, bracelets and necklaces. We are 
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also seeing more false, painted and very long nails, particularly amongst some of our older children. 

There is a reminder on the first page of this newsletter about our expectations. These rules aren't about 

being picky or stopping children from expressing themselves – there are practical reasons for them.  

 

Long and false nails in particular can make PE difficult and unsafe and we are finding that they can ac-

tually make everyday learning tasks, including using iPads and other equipment, much harder. Please 

help us by making sure children come to school following these expectations. 

A quick reminder too about our school car park. The car park should not be used for the 8.40am drop-

off or 3.30pm pick-up. The only families who should be accessing the school site by car at these times 

are those who require closer access due to disability or additional needs and who have already agreed 

this with school. For everyone else, please park away from the school site – the Community Centre car 

park is available nearby. Our driveway is extremely busy at these times, so keeping unnecessary traffic 

off site is really important for everyone's safety. Thank you for your support with this. 

To help ease congestion around our Reception and Key Stage 1 gate we ask that all Key Stage 2 chil-

dren and families, including Years 5 and 6, enter and leave via the main playground gates and walk 

around the playground, rather than cutting through the Reception outdoor learning area. This helps our 

teachers safely hand our youngest children over to their parents without large numbers of people walk-

ing between the collection points. Thank you for your help with this. 

Finally, don't forget that our OPAL Stay and Play is planned for next Friday, weather permitting! Details 

are further on in the newsletter, but we would love as many of you as possible to join us. It's a chance 

to see what OPAL is really all about, get stuck in and simply enjoy some outdoor playtime with your 

children. Fingers crossed the September weather continues to be kind to us! 

Another busy but brilliant week – thank you, as always, for all your support. There is such a positive 

buzz around school at the moment and we are really looking forward to everything still to come this 

term.          

Mrs Worthington  
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What a wonderful way to start the new school year! This Monday we held our Annual General Meeting 

(AGM), and we are delighted to say it was a hugely successful evening. It was lovely to see familiar faces, 

meet some wonderful new ones, and look ahead to another exciting year for our PTA. 

As part of our AGM, the previous committee formally stepped down and we were delighted to welcome 

our newly elected committee for the year ahead: 

 

Meet Your New PTA Committee 

• Chair: Hannah Durkin 

• Vice Chair: Nicola Brookes 

• Treasurer: Jenny Elis 

• Secretary: Kim Stanford 

• Committee Member: Sam Webb 

We would like to say a huge thank you to last year's committee for all their hard work, dedication and 

enthusiasm. You did an exceptionally good job of supporting our school and, most importantly, helping 

us provide fantastic opportunities and resources for our children. 

A special thank you and fond farewell goes to our previous Treasurer, Chris Bates. Chris has been a 

wonderful part of our PTA team, and we are incredibly grateful for everything he has contributed. Chris 

is stepping down as his child has moved on to secondary school.  

We would also like to give a very warm welcome and a huge thank you to our wonderful team of new 

and continuing Registered PTA Members. Your support, time and enthusiasm are what help make 

everything we do possible, and we are so excited to have you with us for the year ahead. 

 

Celebrating an Incredible Year 

As part of the AGM, our Treasurer prepares the PTA's annual financial report, and we are incredibly excited 

to share just how successful last year was. 

Our total income for the year was an impressive £36,974.11! 

This included an absolutely amazing £17,656 donation from Cummins, which has allowed us to support 

some fantastic projects around the school. From this income, we were able to donate an 

incredible £26,106 to the school, including the Cummins grant. The Cummins grant is already helping to 

fund some exciting projects, including writing sheds, mud kitchens and even more fantastic additions to 

come! 

Our fundraising and donations have also helped to fund or contribute towards: 
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•              Book bags and books for all Reception children 

•           Christmas gifts for every child in the school 

•      A Loudmouth Bullying Workshop 

•       Wall art throughout the school, including the wonderful new STEM hallway 

•         School trips and workshops for 2026/27 – we have donated £5 per child towards a school trip 

or workshop 

•          Year 4 children have already enjoyed an amazing Saxon Day, which was a huge success! 

When we look back at everything the PTA has helped make possible, we are incredibly proud of what our 

school community has achieved together. None of this would be possible without the generosity, support 

and hard work of our parents, carers, staff, volunteers, local businesses and everyone who supports our 

fundraising. 

 

Have an idea or Question? 

We would love to hear from you! The PTA is here to support our school and our children, and we are 

always keen to hear your ideas, suggestions and thoughts. If you have an idea for a future fundraiser, an 

event you'd love to see, or simply have a question you'd like to ask, please don't hesitate to get in touch. 

 

You can message the PTA through the PTA WhatsApp groups or email us at: 

cawtsongrangeptachair@gmail.com 

Every idea, suggestion and offer of support is greatly appreciated.      

 

Here's to the Year Ahead! 

We are so excited to see what the new school year will bring. There are already lots of ideas and plans in 

the pipeline, and we can't wait to get started! 

 

 

mailto:cawtsongrangeptachair@gmail.com
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September 2026 

25/09/26 Opal Parent Stay and Play (y1-6) See info on Dojo/in newsletter 

October 2026 

06/10/26 Open Evening – Reception 2027, 4-7pm  

07/10/26 Braiswick Individual Photos   

09/10/26 Hello Yellow Day  More details to follow  

19/10/26 Year 3 Harvest Assembly 2.30pm  Booking via SCOPAY account  

20/10/26 Parents’ evening 4-8pm  More details to follow 

22/10/26 Parents’ evening 4-7pm  More details to follow 

22/10/26 School Closes for half term at 3.30pm  

23/10/26 Designated Teacher Training Day School Closed to all pupils 

Half Term – Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October 2026 

November 2026 

02/11/26 School Reopens at 8.40am    

13/11/26 Children In Need  More details to follow  

20/11/26 Designated Teacher Training Day School Closed to all pupils 

28/11/26 PTA Christmas Fayre 11am – 2pm  

December 2026 

15 and 16/12/26 EYFS Nativity for Parents, 2.30pm  

17/12/26 Year 5 Carol Concert, 2pm at St Marks Church  

18/12/26 Cawston Christmas Day  More details to follow  

18/12/26 School Closes for Christmas at 3.30pm  

Christmas Holidays Monday 21 December 2026 – Friday 1 January 2027 

January 2027 

04/01/27 Designated Teacher Training Day School Closed to all pupils 

05/01/27 School Reopens at 8.40am    

13/1/27 Young Voices Trip (KS2) Letter sent to parents 7.9.26 

February 2027 

05/02/27 Number Day More details to follow 

12/02/27 School Closes for Half Term at 3.30pm  

Half Term – Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2027 

March 2027 

03/03/27 World Book Day More details to follow 

23/03/27 Parents’ evening 4-8pm  More details to follow 

25/03/27 Parents’ evening 4-7pm  More details to follow 
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26/03/27 Public Holiday  School Closed to all Pupils  

Easter Holidays Monday 29 March 2027 – Friday 9 April 2027 

April 2027 

12/04/27 School Reopens at 8.40am    

May 2027 

03/05/27 Public Holiday  School Closed to all Pupils  

04/05/27 Braiswick Class Photos   

26/5/27 Summer Music Concert  

28/05/27 School Closes for Half Term at 3.30pm  

31/05/27 Public Holiday  School Closed to all Pupils  

Half Term – Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2027 

June 2027 

07/06/27 School Reopens at 8.40am    

18/06/27 Designated Teacher Training Day School Closed to all pupils 

29/06 – 03/07/27 Last week of Teacher Led after School Clubs 

July 2027 

07/07/27 Transition Day  

09/07/27 End of year reports out to parents  

13/7/27 Sports Day (KS2 am; EYFS & KS1 pm)  

21/07/27 School Closes for Summer Holidays at 3.30pm  
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